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925-377-0977

Wiare Diigns

Tine ﬁﬂ(f/{y dince 1977
Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths
¢ Custom Designs e Appraisals
* Expert Repairs e Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

1 $5off Watch Battery |
1 Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 10/31/18. Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
L-----------------‘
3645 Mt. Diablo BlVd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

ES

HNASIUM

The Math Learning Center

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
K
1 WEEK FREE TUTORING | ©
& HOMEWORK HELP @
Must present coupon. New students only. E

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2018
GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry

Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200 www.mathnasium.com

INSPIRE

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

2

3,

925.247.5515

inspireacademicsupport.com

MATH TUTORING

Serving middle and
high school students in
Lamorinda Community.

» Office on School St. (near SiSi’s)
* Tutoring, review & preview
* Increased motivation & success

JEN MCKENZIE

Math Specialist
and Tutor

call today.
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

wiw, ANTIGUADOORS. com
925.283.8933 _
SALESEANTIGUADOORS.COM

Tradition lives on for longtime Moraga family

By Diane Claytor

Three generations of St. Mark’s Nursery School
students: Susan Grafft (right), her daughter Kingsley
Frazier (middle) and Frazier’s children, Clark and Marley.
Photo provided

wo-and-a-half-year-old Clark Frazier loves play-

ing with the wheelbarrow at St. Mark’s Nurs-
ery School in Orinda; his sister, Marley, 4 and a half
and a recent St. Mark’s graduate, loved playing in
the nursery school’s lofted doll house. She came by
that naturally — the doll house was a favorite of her
mom, Kingsley Frazier of Moraga, when she attended
St. Mark’s Nursery School 25 years ago. It was also
fondly remembered by her grandmother, Susan Grafft,
when she and her older sister went to the very same
nursery school in the mid-1960s.

Yes, that’s right. Three generations of Grafft fam-
ily members have loved their time at the Orinda nurs-
ery school. That’s very unusual, noted the school’s
current director, Claire Peterson. She said last year
there were three second generation families but as far
as she knows, the Grafft family are the only three gen-

erations they’ve had in the 56 years since the school
was established as a wholly owned subsidiary of St.
Mark’s United Methodist Church.

St. Mark’s Nursery School is, in many ways, very
much the same today as it was back when Grafft at-
tended in the mid-1960s or when Frazier attended in
the early ‘90s; yet, in other ways, it’s quite different.

For many years, the nursery school only offered
part-time programs for 3- and 4-year-olds; 3-year-olds
attended two days a week while 4-year-olds could
come three days a week. And the hours were short:
only 9 a.m. to noon. Then the community began asking
for full-time care and St. Mark’s obliged. The school is
now open from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and accommodates
part-time and full-time 2-, 3- and 4-year-olds.

Peterson noted that the school’s basic philosophy
— a child-driven, play-based curriculum in a nurtur-
ing environment designed to inspire learning, creativ-
ity and fun — is very similar to what it was when
Grafft and Frazier were preschoolers. “When I look
at pictures of what the kids were doing 30 or 40 years
ago at the school and what we’re doing today, they’re
very much the same,” Peterson said. “Children are
still building things, doing a lot of outside play, getting
dirty, having fun — the same things they were doing
in the beginning.

“We have also always done a lot of community
building,” Peterson continued. “We support the larger
community as well as our parent community, provid-
ing numerous opportunities to connect with one an-
other.”

Grafft’s parents moved to Moraga before she was
born and, in fact, her mother lives across the street
from Frazier (her granddaughter). Graftt, who has
spent most of her life in Moraga, had such wonderful
memories of St. Mark’s Nursery School that there was
no question in her mind that’s where she would send
her three children. Frazier, who also fondly remem-
bered her time there, did look into various options
when it was time to enroll her children in preschool
but still came back to St. Mark’s, finding it to be the
perfect fit. “Now that Marley is in TK, I can really
see what an excellent job St. Mark’s did in preparing
her for school. Just seeing how happy she is and how
much she’s grown in these first few weeks of elemen-
tary school tells me that she was really ready and much
of that is thanks to St. Mark’s,” Frazier declared.

With Marley Frazier now enrolled at Moraga’s
Camino Pablo Elementary School, it appears that his-
tory will continue to repeat itself; both Grafft and Fra-
zier also attended CP — and both went on to Joaquin
Moraga and Campolindo. The tradition lives on.

Outdoor jazz concert
Submitted by Marie Williams

here’s something simply sub-

lime about soft jazz in an out-
door setting and Lamorinda resi-
dents will have an opportunity to
experience just that at the annual
Big Band Concert from 4 to 6 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 23 at the Lafayette
Christian Church Courtyard Patio
in the Grove, featuring The Lafay-

Host Your Event

in Lafayette

Photo provided

At the historic Moraga Barn

ette Studio Big Band — a 17-person
Count Basie, Frank Sinatra-style
jazz orchestra.

®Special Events
®Receptions
®(Cocktail Parties
®Rchearsal Dinners
®Wedding Showers
®Wine Tastings

O Art Show

Having played weddings, fes-
tivals, corporate events, and even
backyard parties, The Lafayette
Studio Big Band boasts perform-
ers who have worked with The
Temptations, The Fifth Dimen-
sion, Frank Sinatra Jr., Bob Hope,
The Harry James Orchestra, Judy
Collins, Joe Henderson, Joel Dor-
ham’s Afro Latin Octet, Pete and
Sheila Escovedo, Richard Bean,

®Business Dinners
®Private Parties
®Mixers
®Birthday Parties
®(lass Reunions
®Seminars

®Benefits

925 Country Club Drive,

CALL FOR RATES!

Contact Greg Gaskin at (925) 376-7335 or visit us at www.moragabarn.com
Moraga,

Rawl Rekow, Wayne Wallace, Mi-
chael Wolfe, Tom Politzer, Wayne
Bergeron, The Coasters, The Drift-
ers, and more. Its musicians have

Ca 94556 been in opening acts for musical

greats like Earth Wind and Fire,

Chicago, Ray Charles, Joe Wil-
liams, Lou Rawls, Nancy Wilson,
Earl Kluh, Diane Shur, David
Bowie, The Stray Cats, Van Ha-
len, Stevie Nicks, Men at Work,
Confunkshun, and The Spinners,
Carmen McRae, Dave Brubeck,
Dick Dale and The Del Tones, Tke
and Tina Turner, The Beach Boys,
Righteous Brothers, Kenny Rogers
and The First Edition.

Don’t miss this fun afternoon
in this beautiful oak grove. No res-
ervations required. There is a sug-
gested donation of $20 for adults,
and $5 for a refillable glass for craft
beer or wine and snacks. To listen
to a sample of music, visit www.
lafayettebigband.com.  For more
information, call (925) 283-8304.





